
Foreign Accent Syndrome



Overview:

Foreign accent syndrome (FAS) is when a person suddenly starts speaking with a 
different accent than they have always used prior.  This condition is most common 
after a head injury, stroke or other traumatic head injury or damage to the brain.

Although extremely rare, with only 100 people having been diagnosed with this 
condition since it first became known in 1907. It is linked to damage in the Broca's 
area of the brain. This area on the left side of the brain is responsible for producing 
speech.

Some known examples of this condition include an Australian woman who developed 
a French-sounding accent after a car accident. And an American woman who fell 
asleep with a headache and woke up with a mixture of Australian, British and Irish 
accents. This condition has been found through many languages all over the world.



Symptoms:
•Stroke (blood flow cut off from brain)

•Traumatic brain injuries, especially from blunt force trauma

•Brain lesions or aneurysms (when a blood vessel weakens and ruptures in the 
brain causing internal bleeding)

•Multiple Sclerosis (MS), a central nervous condition

•You may speak in your native language but sound as though you learned it as a 
second language later in life

Treatments:

Your doctor will order medical tests including images of your brain, such as and MRI 
or CT scan, to see if they can find the cause of your accent change such as stroke or 
other brain anomalies. Treatments then vary based on the underlying cause:

Stroke: anti-clotting medications to prevent future strokes, or surgically removing the 
clot from the blood vessel.

Brain Injury: anti-seizure medications for major injuries, diuretics to reduce pressure 
in your brain or surgery to repair any major damage.

Aneurysms: surgical clipping of the blood vessel to stop blood flow to the aneurysm.

Multiple Sclerosis (MS): disease-modifying therapies to slow the progress of the MS 
symptoms.

If there was no underlying cause for the development of this syndrome then you will 
be able to try either speech therapy to help you learn how to recreate your previous 
accent through vocal exercises. Or counselling, therapy or support groups, to help 
you cope with any issues in your life which may result from this new condition. These 
issues can include people thinking you're faking this condition, feeling like you've lost 
a part of your identity.


